
 
Contact: Lt. Joe McNiff, Patrol Division / Lt. Sean Lynch, Investigations 

Telephone: (510) 337-8317 Fax (510) 523-5322   / (510) 337-8424 

 

Subject: Suicide  

PRESS RELEASE 

 

On May 30, 2011 at 11:31 AM Alameda Police Communication Center received a 

telephone call regarding an individual who had walked into the San Francisco Bay from 

the Robert Crown Memorial Beach in the 2100 block of Shoreline Drive in a possible 

attempt to take his own life.  The Police Department and Fire Department arrived within 

minutes and immediately began requesting additional resources. The individual, an 

Alameda resident in his 50’s, was approximately 150 yards from shore.  

 

Police and Fire commanders on scene called the United States Coast Guard for 

assistance.  The Coast Guard dispatched a 25 foot propeller driven rescue vessel from 

Station San Francisco and a helicopter from Air Station San Francisco. The Coast Guard 

vessel was on scene in 20 minutes, but due to the shallow nature of the Bay at the 

individual’s location they were unable to get close enough to him to attempt a rescue. The 

helicopter arrived 65 minutes after notification.  The helicopter had been on another 

mission and had to return to the airfield to refuel. The helicopter then had to request 

permission to enter the Oakland International Airport’s airspace before arriving on scene.  

Prior to the Coast Guard’s arrival to the individual’s location he lost consciousness and 

began to drift towards shore.  A Good Samaritan, an avid swimmer, went into the water 

when the individual was approximately 50 yards from the shoreline.  Once he was 

brought to shore the Alameda Fire Department transported the individual to an area 

hospital where he was pronounced deceased.  

 

Other agencies contacted for assistance with the water rescue included the Alameda 

County Fire Department, Oakland Fire Department, Alameda County Sheriff’s 

Department, the Oakland Police Department, and the East Bay Regional Park Police 

District.  These agencies were unable to provide any additional rescue capabilities.  

 

The Alameda Fire Department does not currently have, and is not certified, in land-based 

water rescues.  The City of Alameda primarily relies on the United States Coast Guard 

for these types of events. 
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